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Gwinnett Senior Softball League Executive Board and League Commissioners
Year of Service:  26


What happens when a small, dedicated group of 55 and up adults gathers for the love of a game? Georgia Peaches, a senior adult competitive softball team! In 1985, this small group came together with a desire to continue playing their childhood sports of baseball and softball. The team would travel to other Georgia cities on Saturdays to play double headers against other senior teams. Knowing they were not past their prime and with a desire to share the game of softball with other seniors was the main thrust behind the formation of the Metro Atlanta Senior Softball League thus encouraging the merge of Gwinnett and Dekalb Seniors Softball in 1992  (in 2006 the membership voted to change the name to Gwinnett Senior Softball, Inc.) This small group of volunteers, with a never say quit attitude, established a set of by-laws, lowered the age limit more than once to recruit new players and creating four classes of members so as players aged and were no longer able to play they still played an active important role in this organization. This small group of dedicated volunteers has now grown to represent 12 metro Atlanta counties with 12 teams located in Gwinnett County.

The main goal of the Gwinnett Senior Softball League is to provide opportunities for seniors, ages 40 and up, to enjoy softball through organized league play and the camaraderie of its membership. The executive board and two league commissioners volunteer 500 hours per month for 7 months out of the year so 180 players can have the time of their LIFE! This small group of 5 dedicated volunteers not only provide for league play in two age groups, under 60 and over 60, they host 3 tournaments per year including a memorial tournament in honor of passed players and their spouses.  They stand by a motto included in a prayer to a lost player, “...If the natural turn of events goes against me and I am benched for sickness or old age, help me to accept this is part of the game too.”  One of the players shared with me that if there is no rain, no threat of lighting and it is 50 degrees or better there are senior softball players at Best Friend Park playing!

Gwinnett County Parks & Recreation is very fortunate to host an all-volunteer senior league. Not only do they coach, select teams, run tournaments, schedule games, recruit players, assist with events, they also line the fields, set out the bases, fire up the scoreboard and schedule the officials for their league. Over the past several years, more than 180 seniors registered in the Gwinnett Senior Softball League. This group of player’s has travelled across the State of Georgia, for the past 26 years, acting as volunteer ambassadors from Gwinnett County, spreading the word about what “we” have to offer and inviting “folks” to visit! Members of the Gwinnett Senior Softball League have represented us by demonstrating their driving spirit for making new friends, gathering with old friends and enjoying the prime of their lives.
